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Eric Endres, AIA
RLPS Architects

Designing WITH 

People Who Live 

With Dementia Stacy Hollinger 

Main, IIDA
RLPS Interiors

Greg Storer, CEO
Williamsburg Landing

with video 

appearances by Michael Smith, CEO
LiveWell

Living with Dementia

Planning 
Process
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• Resident Surveys

• Strategic Planning 
Committee

• Focus Groups

Design Goals:

• Autonomy

• Freedom

• Growth / 
Learning

• Home 
(Warm/Safe)

Including people living with 
dementia in the planning process
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focus groups asking the questions

RESPONSES THAT FILL THE CUP

RESPONSES THAT DRAIN THE CUP
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What would you like to see in community spaces 
such as living and dining?

focus groups asking the questions

What changes to the Resource Center would help 
connect to the greater community?

focus groups asking the questions
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Neighborhood Reinvention

visual cueing
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Two Distinct 
Approaches

N

master planning vision

3 INNOVATE
The  River Homes

2 CREATE
Center for Resilient  Living  
(CRL)

1 RENOVATE
Existing Atriums
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Center for 
Resilient 
Living (CRL)
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The River 
Homes
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L 1

2 3
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Assisted Living 
Memory Support

• Two 12‐bed 
households

• At grade dedicated 
entrance

Upper Level

28

29

30



8/22/2022

11

31

32

33



8/22/2022

12

Adult Day Program

• Up to 50 Participants

• At grade dedicated 
entrance

Building Services

• Building service

• Production kitchen

• Future flexibility

Lower Level

Supporting Those 
Living with Dementia
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Center for 
Resilient Living 
(CRL)

Person‐Specific 
Programs

Life Stations
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Life Stations

Focus on 
the Arts

Engaging – biophilic-inspired art
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engaging – tactile artwork

Connections to Nature 
& Natural Light
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West Courtyard Landscape / 
Greenhouse Plan
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East Courtyard Landscape / 
Furniture Plan

The Increasing Role 
of Technology

Sole with SensFloor Technology
• Enhance resident and staff well-

being

• Improve operations

• Reduce maintenance

• Integrates with existing building 
systems – offering invisible and 
discreet assistance to deliver timely 
and efficient information to 
supplement care

• Installed in a method that is invisible 
and unobtrusive, Sole increases 
opportunity for smart personal 
engagement and monitoring while 
maintaining resident dignity and 
privacy.
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It’s Never Too Late
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How Would People
Living with Dementia 
Describe Living Well
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Changes on 
the Horizon

To Whom I May Concern
vimeo.com Interactive theater 

program that  amplifies 
the voices of people 
recently diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
other forms of dementia, 
and challenges many of 
our beliefs about living 
with dementia.

Thank You
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