Governor DeWine Announces New Medicaid Fraud Prevention Initiatives
What Ohio Home Health and Hospice Providers Need to Know
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine today announced several new Medicaid fraud prevention initiatives aimed at strengthening oversight of home health and hospice providers participating in Ohio Medicaid. The initiatives are intended to combat fraud, waste, and abuse while increasing provider accountability and oversight across the Medicaid system. 
Governor DeWine stated that Ohio is partnering closely with the federal government and CMS to accelerate implementation of these reforms and expand existing program integrity efforts. 

Key Initiatives Announced
Statewide Medicaid Moratorium on New Home Health and Hospice Providers
The Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) will request approval from CMS to implement a six-month moratorium on new Medicaid provider enrollments for home healthcare and hospice businesses. According to ODM, the moratorium is intended to pause enrollment growth while the state reviews existing providers and identifies those at high risk for fraud. 
What this means for providers:
· The proposed moratorium would impact:
· New Medicaid home health provider enrollments 
· New Medicaid hospice provider enrollments 
· Potentially certain ownership or organizational restructures requiring new enrollment 
Existing Medicaid providers may continue serving patients and billing Medicaid during the moratorium period.

Immediate Payment Suspension Initiative
ODM announced it will immediately begin suspending payments to providers whose billing practices show “red flags” indicating a high probability of fraud. 
ODM stated that new data analytics tools implemented earlier this year have already identified 87 providers for further review and potential payment suspension. 
Providers should expect increased monitoring of:
· Billing trends 
· Visit utilization patterns 
· Service frequency 
· Documentation consistency 
· Provider ownership structures 
· Claims anomalies and outlier activity 
ODM’s messaging strongly suggests a more aggressive and proactive suspension approach than historically seen.

Emergency Rules for High-Risk Provider Revalidation
Governor DeWine announced he will issue an Executive Order allowing ODM to implement emergency rules requiring more frequent provider revalidation for providers identified as high risk. 
Providers may see:
· Shortened revalidation cycles 
· Increased documentation requests 
· Expanded ownership disclosure review 
· Increased scrutiny during reenrollment 
· Additional screening requirements 
Providers should ensure PECOS, ODM, and Medicaid enrollment records remain fully accurate and current.

Mandatory GPS Requirement for EVV
ODM announced it will move forward with rules requiring GPS functionality for all providers using Electronic Visit Verification (EVV). 
ODM stated that the initiative follows recommendations identified through state audit findings and is intended to strengthen verification that services are being rendered. 
Home health providers should prepare for:
· GPS validation tied to EVV submissions 
· Increased EVV compliance scrutiny 
· Potential claim denials tied to EVV discrepancies 
· Operational workflow adjustments for field staff 
· Providers should review:
· Current EVV platform capabilities 
· Staff training processes 
· Policies related to missed/manual EVV entries 
· Documentation reconciliation processes 

Mandatory EVV for Live-In Caregivers
ODM also announced plans to begin rulemaking requiring live-in caregivers and certain family caregivers to utilize EVV as a condition of payment. 
Currently, many live-in caregiver arrangements are exempt from EVV requirements.
Agencies utilizing family or live-in caregivers should anticipate:
· New EVV workflow requirements 
· Increased caregiver education needs 
· Additional documentation and compliance oversight 
· Potential operational changes for waiver and personal care programs 

Home Health Specific Considerations
Ohio Medicaid emphasized that home and community-based services remain a critical and cost-effective alternative to institutional care, and stated the state remains committed to preserving access to legitimate in-home services. 
However, ODM also signaled significant expansion of:
· Prior authorization requirements 
· Billing analytics 
· Ownership reviews 
· Claims monitoring 
· Audit activity 
· Program integrity investigations 
Recommended Actions for Home Health Providers
· Review EVV compliance processes immediately 
· Audit documentation supporting billed visits 
· Review staffing and scheduling workflows 
· Confirm claims accurately match rendered services 
· Review high-utilization or outlier billing patterns 
· Ensure provider enrollment records are current 
· Prepare for increased audit and payment review activity 

Hospice Specific Considerations
While many of the announced initiatives are directed more heavily toward home healthcare and waiver-based services, hospice providers should still anticipate increased Medicaid enrollment and ownership scrutiny.
Recommended Actions for Hospice Providers:
· Review Medicaid enrollment records for accuracy 
· Confirm ownership and managing employee disclosures 
· Audit eligibility and recertification documentation 
· Review physician certification processes 
· Evaluate utilization and live discharge trends 
· Prepare for heightened claims and survey scrutiny 

Ohio Continues Expanding Program Integrity Efforts
ODM noted that Ohio has implemented additional fraud prevention efforts since the start of 2026, including:
· Expanded prior authorization requirements 
· New billing analytics tools 
· Enhanced ownership structure review 
· Increased coordination with state and federal enforcement agencies 
· Expanded audit and compliance activity 
ODM also highlighted Ohio’s existing safeguards, including:
· Provider screening 
· Continuous compliance monitoring 
· Electronic Visit Verification 
· Targeted audits 
· Data analytics and anomaly detection 
· State and federal enforcement coordination 

LeadingAge Ohio Will Continue Monitoring Developments
LeadingAge Ohio will continue reviewing ODM and CMS guidance related to these initiatives and will provide members with additional operational, compliance, and regulatory updates as further information becomes available.

